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nonresident agents and I have no idea how many people are
selling insurance in Nebraska living outside the boundaries
of our state but being licensed a nd are l i c en sed i n the
S tate o f Ne b r a s k a . I wonder if the scheme itself would
foster any excellence within the profession. I seriously
doubt it. Many professions require continuing education
requirements right now without examinations. Doctors and
lawyers are the f irst that come to mind. I t i s my
understanding that no other state in the union now requires
testing for insurance agents f o l l o w ing c o n t i n u i n g e d uca t i o n
requirements. Insurance agents , as you k now, already
statutorily have to take continuing education classes in
areas that they are licensed in. There are n o w mo r e t h an
1 ,000 a p p r o ved cou r s e s f r om w h i c h i nsurance ag e n t s may
choose from right now. I think the industry is getting up
t o speed . We h av e only had just a very short t ime wi t h
continuing education courses r i ght now. I t h i n k t h e
i ndust r y i s do i n g a good j ob . I think the department is
doing a go od j o b . I t h i n k t h e pub l i c i s t h e b en e f i c i ar y . I
believe that this part, part one, of the amendment is
totally unnecessary and I would ask the body to delete part
one of the committee amendments. Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. It seems ironic
that the only two licensed insurance agents in here s h o u l d
be disagreeing on these things. All I am asking, in this
amendment that the committee put out unanimously, i s t h a t
those people who are licensed to sell insurance not just go
to a convention and sit there and listen to a lecture and
sign in and then sit there and talk about what went on at
last night's party. If you read the bill, the present
statutes, in fact, on page 3, line 11, our present statutes
say, " In each two-year period every licensee shall furnish
evidence to the director that he or she has satisfactorily
completed the required hours." How e l se do you f u rn i s h
evidence y ou have satisfactorily completed t he hou r s ?
Completed the hours? Now, senators, there is the key. You
go into the seminar and you can sit there for 24 hours or 12
hours and re ad Al i ce in Wonderland but there i s n o t e st
given, no test given, so what makes it satisfactory'? The
fact that I went i n t h e r e and sat down next t o my good
friend, Bill Barrett, and sa id , w e l l , what did you think of
the party last, Bill? And al l t h e t i m e t h e l ect u r e i s g oi ng
on and o n a b ou t t h e r u l e s of the insurance department and
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